FOREWORD

The Department of Linguistics at Osmania University which was
founded in 1962 was admitted by the University Grants Commission to its
programme of Departments for Special Assistance in 1977* The Programme
of Special Assistance continued till March 31 f 1985, After considering the
performance and potentiality of the Department and the needs at the
national level the University Grants Commission decided to continue Special
Assistance for a further period of five years with effect from April lf 1985
and later in December upgraded the Department as a Centre of Advance
Study in Linguistics.

With the support of UGC funding the Centre has undertaken publica-
tion programme besides strengthening teaching and research activities, As
part of this programme, we have a series of publications embodying selected
papers presented at the national and International seminars organised
annually by the Department since 1978. Another series is the publication
of selected Ph. D. theses of high quality completed by the research scholars
of the Department The present work by Dr. K. K* Ranganadhacharyulu
which was awarded the degree in 1978 is the first in this series, Since 1975,
the Department has also been issuing a periodical, CXsmaniu Papers in
Linguistics, annually, embodying research articles by the teachers and
students of the Department.

The late Professor Thomas Burrow of Oxford University stated that
the present work was an excellent and exemplary piece of work and that
it is a valuable contribution to the history of the Tehigu language. We are
happy to bring out this work in our Centre's publications series and hope
that it would be found useful by a wider circle of schohri, both linguists
and specialists in Telugu language.
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